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Twenty Die in Latest Military Submarine Disaster

By John LaForge

Twenty people were killed and 21

hospitalized Nov. 9 when a fire

extinguishing system was triggered

aboard a new Russian submarine that

was being tested in the Sea of Japan.

The system pumps Freon gas into the

vessel to starve a fire of oxygen, but in

this case asphyxiated the victims, Russian Navy officials
said.

Russian authorities at first said that an accident triggered
the fire-fighting system, but a week later blamed a sailor for
the catastrophe. Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
ordered a thorough investigation.

Seventeen of the dead were civilians from the
Komsomolsk-on-Amur Shipbuilding yard which built the
Nerpa and who were onboard during what was rightly called
a “sea trial.”

Altogether there were 208 people onboard the sub,
including the 81-man crew, which was operating near
Vladivostok, the main base in Russia’s Far East. The

overcrowding may have added to the number
of fatalities, as Russian news agencies said a
sub of this type normally carries only a crew of
73.

Government officials declared that the
sub’s propulsion reactor was not damaged
and that radiation levels were “normal.” Such
assurances are regularly made well before

an investigation has begun. Russian Navy spokesman Capt.
Igor Dygalo even told the Times of London, “There was no
risk from radiation.”

Russian media have reported that Nerpa is to be delivered
for lease to the state of India — which has developed sea-
based nuclear weapons — on a contract worth $650 million,
making the deal an open violation of the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty.

A week after the disaster, criminal charges were brought
against a single sailor who was accused of deliberately
activating the fire-fighting system. The announcement
contradicted earlier statements that the system had gone off
accidentally. In an apparent violation of legal due process,

Investigative Committee spokesman Vladimir

Some fatal military submarine wrecks

* Aug. 26, 1949: The U.S. submarine Cochino was struck by a violent polar
gale in Norway, caught fire and eventually sank. Although another sub, USS Tusk,
saved all but one of the people on Cochino, six of its own crew died during the

rescuc.

* April 10, 1963: The USS Thresher sank off Cape Cod in 8,400 feet and

imploded, killing all 129 on board.

* June 5, 1968: The USS Scorpion sank and imploded in 10,000 feet southwest

of the Azores, killing all 103 on board.

* April 1989: 42 crewmen died when a fire broke out in the Soviet submarine

Komsomolets.

* Aug. 12, 2000: The giant Russian sub Kursk sank to the bottom of the
Barents Sea after a possible collision and two explosions on board, killing all 118

crewmembers.

* Aug. 28, 2003: Nine crewmen were killed when a Russian K-159 nuclear sub

sank in the Barents Sea while being towed.

* Sept. 6, 2006: Fire onboard the sub St. Daniel of Moscow, moored near the

Finnish border, killed two crew members.

Markin announced that the unnamed sailor had
confessed to the act, the Associated Press said.

The Scotsman was skeptical, reporting
Nov. 14 that “The speed with which authorities
brought charges against the suspect, who faces
up to seven years in jail, has raised concerns
among defense experts that he could be used as
a scapegoat to hide a more embarrassing truth
that might harm the credibility and image of the
Russian Navy.”

According to the Interfax-AVN news
agency, the same fire safety system was reported
to have malfunctioned aboard the Nerpa this past
summer during preparations for the sea trials.

The debacle was the deadliest on a
Russian submarine since 2000, when explosions
aboard the giant ballistic missile sub Kursk, or a
collision with another sub, sank it in the Barents

Sea, killing 118 men.

Through the Prism of Nonviolence

Clivil Initiative and

Peace will destroy civilization as we know it. — Juanita Nelson
By John Heid

When civility is criminalized, civilians who act justly become
criminals.

The growing anti-immigrant movement has made an act of
unfettered compassion indictable. Earlier this year a volunteer from
the Tucson based human rights group, No More Deaths (NMD)
was cited for “littering” on a wildlife refuge. He was placing water
bottles on active migrant trails. Paradoxically, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Management personnel threatened a second charge of removing
litter from a wildlife refuge without a permit. He was retrieving
empty bottles! (As of this writing no verdict has been handed
down from the August trial in U.S. District Court in Tucson.)

There is nothing new about generic nationalism, racism or
immigrant bashing in U.S. policy and practice. What is unprecedented
is the depth of institutional commitment to create and enforce policy
by armed means, to abrogate civil liberties and to criminalize an entire
class of people. International agricultural, construction and food
industry laborers have become the terrorists du jour. A threat to national
security and the “American way of life”[sic].

To offer comfort, a ride, hospitality, even a cup of water to one
whose papers are not in order can be construed as “aiding and
abetting unlawful entry” into the U.S.

No More Deaths volunteers have been providing food, water
and medical support to “migrants” for several years. In 2005, two
NMD volunteers along with three migrant workers were
apprehended en route to a medical facility. The volunteers were
charged with “aiding and abetting...” The laborers were deported.

In response to this incident, NMD initiated the Humanitarian
Aid Is Never a Crime campaign. By public education and the direct
action of placing food and water along migrant trails, NMD has
challenged the ethics, if not the legality, of U.S. border policy.

Activists have reintroduced the concept of “civil initiative,”
which animated the Sanctuary movement of the 1980’s. For students
and practitioners of nonviolence, civil initiative offers a praxis which
walks the fine line of consent, i.e. acts which aim to build public
opinion, or to build better law and dissent which “transgresses laws
that protect injustice by direct action exposing the law in its deceit,
delivering and rescuing victims, including ourselves.” (Philip Berrigan)

Jim Corbett, one of the co-authors of civil initiative theory
summarizes:

Civil initiative is formed by this function: our
responsibility for protecting the persecuted must be balanced
by our accountability to the legal order. As formed by
accountability, civil initiative is nonviolent, truthful, catholic,
dialogical, germane, volunteer-based and community-centered.

Nonviolence checks vigilantism. Civil initiative neither
evades nor seizes police powers.

Truthfulness is the foundation of accountability. Civil
initiative must be open and subject to public examination.

Civil initiative is catholic (in the sense of all-embracing)
rather than factional, protecting those whose rights are being
violated regardless of the victim’s ideological position or
political usefulness.

Civil initiative is dialogical, addressing government
officials as persons, not just adversaries or functionaries. Any
genuine reconciliation of civil initiative with bureaucratic
practice — the discovery of an accommodation that does not
compromise human rights — is a joint achievement: civil
initiative can never be based on non-negotiable demands.

Action that is germane to victims’ needs for protection
distinguishes civil initiative from reactions that are primarily

ivilization

symbo 101()Xgprelszswe. Als a corollary, media coverage and
public opinion are of secondary importance when our central
concern is to do justice rather than to petition others to do it.

Civil initiative’s emergency exercise of governmental
function is volunteer-based. The community must never forfeit
its duty to protect the victims of human rights violations, but
no new bureaucracy should be formed that would oppose the
return of governmental functions to those constitutionally
designated to assume responsibility.

Civil initiative is community-centered. To actualize the
Nuremberg mandate, our exercise of civil initiative must be
socially sustained and congregationally coherent; it must
integrate, outlast and outreach individual acts of conscience.

When government criminalizes the fundamental tenets of civil
society, let alone basic human instinct, the stage is set for a choice
between law and the common good. Will law be in the service of
the common good, or vice versa? The state apparatus has
historically erred on the side of law and, so called, order. As
counterpoint, peoples’ movements have served by both consent and
dissent to create a humane vision, one wherein offering a cup of
water to one who thirsts is not merely protected, but the larger question
of why there is thirst in the first place is addressed. Such is the heart

— Quaker peace activist and longtime Nukewatch volunteer
John Heid lives at the Winona, Minn. Catholic Worker.

15,000 Protest Gr. Waste Convoy

Fifteen thousand activists
converged southeast of
Hamburg Nov. 10, dis-
rupting a convoy of heavy
trucks moving high-level
radioactive waste to
Gorleben, southeast of
Hamburg.

The protesters were met
by 16,000 police who made
over 1,000 arrests while clearing the way for the trucks.

The actions successfully delayed shipment of the transports,
called CASTORs, when they cemented themselves to rail lines,
blocked roads with sit-ins and set barricades ablaze. As in years
past, local farmers by the dozens used their tractors to clog
roadways. Most of the actions were peaceful, but one violent
clash took place when police used their batons and water canons
as protesters threw fire crackers.

Alltold, 166 large casks of deadly high-level waste are set to go
to Gorleben, in spite of massive opposition. Eleven previous
shipments have gotten through to the storage site. Greenpeace
charged that neutron radiation from the new CASTOR casks, being
used for the first time, was 40 percent greater, a charge the government
denied.

Opposition to the risky convoys has heated up across
Germany where the Asse II dump, also near Hamburg, is mired in
scandal. Under federal law, Germany is to close all its nuclear
power reactors within the next 15 years, and the decommissioning
will add another 115,000 cubic meters to the pile.

Meanwhile, used uranium fuel is sent to France for reprocessing,
and then the remaining wastes are returned to Gorleben where
hundreds of tons are currently stored in a guarded warehouse. Public
opinion is up against big nuclear business, such as Areva, Nukem,
E.ON, BNFL, DBE, Kraftwerk Union and Framatome-Siemens which
all have their radioactive fingers in Germany’s nuclear mess.



