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OFFICE OF 1407 HAMMOND AVENUE HERBERT W. BERGSON, Mayor
54880

Mayor (715) 394-0212
January 18, 1995

Mr. Charles W. Williams, Executive Director
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency H E @ E l] V E
320 West Second Street

Duluth, MN 55802 JAN311395

MPCA — DULUTH

Colonel James T. Scott, District Engineer
DULUTH, MN.1

United States Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District
477 Michigan Avenue
Detroit, MI 48226

Dear Gentlemen:

I disagree with many of your inferences in your recent editorial letter to the Duluth News-Tribune.
Although I continue to call for the removal of the barrels, I do not consider myself to be “less than
informed" on the issue.

[ am informed enough to know the following facts:

1) The contents of at least 1,448 barrels are still unknown to the public;

2) The Army Corps of Engineers took part in the dumping of these barrels into the largest
body of fresh water in the world;

3) Barium, lead, benzene, cadmium and PCB’s have been found in the barrels;
4) The location of many of the barrels is still unknown;

5) Hazardous waste was found in 1984 in floor drains where the barrels were stored in
Arden Hills, Minnesota.

[ question what the response of the MPCA or the Army Corps of Engineers would be if I dumped

1,457 barrels in Lake Superior. Would they only research the contents of nine of the barre!s?
Would they say it was too expensive for Herb Bergson to recover all the barrels?
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